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Having had some experience of observing workshop leaders 
demonstrating stage make-up techniques, but having very little 
experience of applying it myself, I was more than excited to attend 
this course and it did not let me down in the slightest!

I had originally booked onto the course in March but it was 
unfortunately cancelled as I was the only one scheduled to attend. 
Meeting the others on the course I realised we were an eclectic 
bunch, ranging from dance teachers to hotel employees, student 
teachers to myself. This made me sit back and consider why more 
drama teachers and specialist practitioners in theatre were not 
on this course! Make-up is a greatly forgotten and marginalised 
skill in schools. If we use make-up at all we tend to pull out our 
20-year-old, cracked and dried up orange powder from the store 
cupboard the week before production, blow off the dust and hand 
it over to keen volunteers to ‘tango’ our pupils, ready for their big 
debut! But teaching make-up skills and using make-up with pupils 
can be a rewarding and challenging experience which can really 
make a production and should be as essential as finding the right 
costume or using the correct lighting. Now, thanks to attending 
this course, it is a skill that I feel enthused and confident about, 
which I can now pass on to my students.

The course was run by professional make-up artist Melanie 
Winning, who has an extensive portfolio and knowledge of the 
world of stage make-up. Melanie assessed our needs at the 
beginning of the day and was quite happy to tailor the course 
to what we wanted to learn, emphasising that the world of stage 
make-up was too great a subject to pack into a day’s course! 

After a quick brief on health and safety and a look at some 
important points on a worksheet we got down to the practical 
stage of the day, with Melanie emphasising that the only way to 
learn was to watch and have a go! In the first activity, a tentative 
student teacher was aged! Melanie explained that we would start 
with aging as this could be a base for any character. She clearly and 
precisely applied the make-up step by step, pouring out a wealth 

of information on application, make-up types and suppliers as 
she went. With the intimate numbers on the course (a frequent 
and endearing feature of many Creative Education courses, I have 
found) we were able to stop Melanie, as we needed, and ask her 
to explain or repeat things we did not understand, all of which 
she did with patience and clarity. 

After the brief demonstration it was time for us to have a go, 
with some hilarious outcomes! In the relaxed environment we 
all worked hard to remember the skills and tips we had just been 
given and laughed at how we instantly aged ten years. Melanie, 
even though she herself was a guinea pig for one of us at one 
stage, was always on hand to help with any minor shading crises 
and after a brief evaluation and correction of our attempts, we 
broke for coffee (to the amusement of the business people who 
were sharing the coffee lounge with us!).  

After coffee we moved onto a staple for teaching pupils and 
engaging them in make-up: casualty make-up and special effects. 
I have been in two schools now where outside companies have 
come in and demonstrated casualty make-up with pupils in one 
day workshops and I am yet to find a child who wasn’t thrilled to be 
bruised, burnt or look as if they had been shot! Using special effects 
make-up in lessons creates an instant buzz and can re-engage the 

most disaffected child! It certainly created a buzz from us too! 
Having been bruised and cut, had stitches applied and taking many 
photographs, we retired to lunch … with even more puzzled looks 
being thrown at us in the rather formal dining area! 

In the afternoon we moved onto character make-up, with Melanie 
demonstrating how to apply prosthetics and create a fairy look, 
which would not look out of place in a professional production 
of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and a showgirl look to rival 
someone out of Moulin Rouge. We also were introduced to the 
use of crepe hair and were transformed into rather convincing 
bearded ladies in under ten minutes. 

I really enjoyed this course and went away feeling positive and full 
of confidence that I could demonstrate these skills to my pupils 
at school. On my return to school I bought a raft of make-up and 
will definitely be adding this skill into our year nine curriculum 
in the new year. Further to this it is a skill that will be used in our 
Silver Arts Award delivery, our Bronze Arts Award delivery and 
has just been put to good use in our yearly production. It has 
allowed me to work with and enthuse students, and to unlock 
hidden talents. 

Melanie was extremely knowledgeable and created a friendly, 
relaxed atmosphere in which we all felt comfortable enough to be 
guinea pigs and experimenters! I would thoroughly recommend 
this course to unlock a truly engaging and exciting side of the 
drama curriculum for you and your students. 

Creative Education Course: 
Design Skills for Make-up

Jo Morrell

Information on this and other courses can be 
found on their website:

www.creativeeducation.co.uk

need to know
Biography
Jo Morrell trained at the University 
of Central England. She teaches 
drama at Fulwood High School and 
Performing Arts College, Preston.

M
el W

inning

TD6 su2 make-up course.indd   61 01/05/2009   15:49:23


